
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1373 

Main Petitioner: Lydia Reid and Sammy Lowrie 

Subject: Raise a Saltire in honour of the memory of Bishop Robert Wishart 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to instruct Historic 
Scotland to ensure that great patriot of Scotland, Bishop Robert Wishart, has 
the Scottish saltire hanging above or beside his effigy in Glasgow Cathedral 
and that he is recognised by an official plaque and a designated area within 
the Cathedral to show his contribution to Scottish history. 

Background 

The following information was provided by Historic Scotland. 

Glasgow Cathedral 

Glasgow Cathedral is the principal Church of Scotland parish church in central 
Glasgow. It plays an important part in the civic life of the city, and has been 
the venue for high profile funerals, such as that of Donald Dewar.   

The Cathedral has been in the ownership of Scottish Executive/Government 
Ministers since May 1999.  

Historic Scotland staff the site and have a dedicated Monument Conservation 
Unit based there.  This unit is more than 12 years into a 20 year conservation 
programme of the exterior of the church. It works closely with the Church of 
Scotland Minister, his Session, and the Society of Friends of Glasgow 
Cathedral.  

The Cathedral contains a number of Scottish military regimental colours, 
chiefly from the 19th and early 20th centuries, which, as is traditional within 
churches connected to the armed services, have been laid up there. Some of 
these colours hang in the lower church, near the effigy reputed to be of Bishop 
Wishart.  As regimental colours, they typically feature a Union Flag. 

Bishop Wishart 

Robert Wishart was a Privy Councillor of Alexander III, and one of six 
Guardians of Scotland, during the period which followed the king's death in 
1286.  He later became one of the leading statesmen on the side of William 
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Wallace and Robert Bruce in the war of independence and is said to have 
supplied the robes in which King Robert was crowned from his own wardrobe. 
Following a period of imprisonment by the English, and subsequent release 
after the Scottish victory at Bannockburn, he died on 26 November 1316. His 
tomb is in Glasgow Cathedral, and he is commemorated in a window of the 
north wall of Biggar Kirk in Upper Clydesdale. 

Bishop Wishart was undoubtedly a key player in shaping Scottish history.  
Historic Scotland has recognised this in their new guidebook to the Cathedral 
produced in 2009.  Page 29 is devoted to the life story of the „battling bishop‟.   

About the tomb 

The effigy of a bishop is located on a dwarf wall between the central chapels 
at the east end of the underchurch of Glasgow Cathedral, and is traditionally 
identified as Robert Wishart, bishop of Glasgow 1271-1316, although there is 
no certainty about this identification and Historic Scotland do not know the 
origins of the claim.   

The effigy, which is believed to rest above a burial chamber, has occupied this 
location for centuries, although, if the now-missing feet were added, the figure 
would not fit.  For this reason, Historic Scotland does not believe this is the 
original location of the effigy. Therefore, even if it is an effigy of Wishart, it 
does not follow that it marks the place of his burial.  It is believed that the 
effigy was defaced around the time of the Reformation in 1560 when the head 
and the feet were destroyed.   

As far as Historic Scotland is aware, the effigy could date from the 14th 
century. There were a number of bishops during this time most, if not all, of 
whom would have effigies placed close to their place of burial.  

Historic Scotland Approach 

In general, across its estate, when Historic Scotland know the identity of an 
individual‟s place of burial it is marked with a simple cast metal plate, with 
name and dates. For example, it is believed that Robert the Bruce‟s heart is 
buried in a casket at Melrose Abbey, and the area where it is buried is marked 
with an engraved stone.  Also, the effigy of “The Good Sir James” Douglas is 
marked with a plaque in St Blane‟s Church, Douglas.   

Francesca McGrath 
Senior Researcher 
26 November 2010 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk  Every 
effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct 
at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are 
not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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